
Spring Term 2016 

India 

This term, our topic is “India” and we will be using this fascinating country as a springboard for lots of 
interesting activities this term!  

English 

We will begin the term writing travel leaflets where we will look at the many interesting sights and 
destinations to be found in India. The children will practise their persuasive writing techniques and will 
practise changing the style of their writing for an adult audience. We will then move on to exploring the classic 
“Just So” tales of Rudyard Kipling. The children will read and retell the famous tales before creating their own 
stories in a similar style. In the second half of term, the children will compare two developing countries by 
contrasting towns in India and Brazil before we round off the term writing news reports about the Hindu 
festival of Holi.   

The children will continue to read a wide range of texts, and we will encourage the children to make the most 
of the new school library when it opens this term by exploring some of the exciting texts available to borrow. 
We will be looking at how to select evidence from the text to support our answer and investigating classic and 
modern poetry. The children will continue to practise their spelling both in class and at home, revisiting 
complex and irregular words in particular.   

This term, we will focus on encouraging the children to write with greater assurance and more quickly. The 
children’s writing has greatly improved in the past term and now we would like to see them putting their skills 
into practice with greater confidence! We will continue to tackle the intricacies of English grammar, including 
looking at varying our sentences with different conjunctions, writing in different tenses and, in Year Six, using 
the subjunctive voice. 

Maths 

The children will continue to develop their maths skills in the following areas:  

 Number: to calculate using negative numbers and solve number problems 

 Calculations: to know my prime numbers up to 100 and find common multiples and common factors. 
To work out what calculations I need to solve a problem. 

 Fractions, decimals and percentages: Find fractions of quantities. Multiply, divide, add and subtract 
fractions. Convert fractions into decimals by dividing. Multiply and divide decimal numbers by whole 
numbers. Round decimal numbers to a given number of decimal places. To consolidate multiplying a 
four-digit number by a two-digit number. 

 Ratio and proportion: to use percentages to compare amounts and to work out how to share things 
unequally. 

 Algebra: to use formulas in words, to find pairs of numbers to solve problems with two unknowns, 
and list all possible combinations 

 Measurement: convert between units of measure of length, mass and volume. To convert different 
units of time, and between miles and kilometres. To calculate the area of a triangle and 
parallelogram. 

 Geometry: name the parts of a circle and know the diameter of a circle is twice the length of its 
radius. Use knowledge of shape to find the missing angle, to translate and reflect shapes using 
coordinates. 

 Statistics: to understand what pie charts show, interpret and draw pie charts and construct line 
graphs. To understand and use mean. 

Science and Computing 



We are excited to be following new schemes of work in both Science and Computing this term – we know that 
the children are going to enjoy the practical work that we will be doing in these subjects! 

This term, our topics will be “Material World” and “Circle of Life”.  

In the first half of term, we will learn:  

 To identify the properties of a range of materials and explain their uses.  

 To plan comparative or fair tests and then take accurate measurements and make accurate 
observations. 

 To explore making and separating mixtures.  

 To use relevant scientific language to explain their ideas. 

 To classify changes as reversible or irreversible. 

 To report and present findings from enquiries. 

 In the second half of term, we will learn: 

 To describe the life processes of reproduction in some plants.  

 Taking measurements and presenting findings from enquiries. 

 To explain the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird.  

 To report and present findings from enquiries.  

 To describe the life process of reproduction in some animals. 

 To report and present findings from enquiries. 

We will begin this term’s computing with a reminder of our e-safety rules, encouraging children to use 
technology and, in particular, the internet, safely. We will then progress to our first topic “We are presenters.” 
The children will be encouraged to plan and film short videos which they will then edit using the “iMovie” 
software programme. Children will gain the skills required to shoot live video, add features such as a 
soundtrack and narration, and how to tell a story through video. In the second half of term, we will be 
following the topic “We are network engineers” where we will investigate how the internet works, including 
how computer networks function and how individual computers communicate across a network.  

Geography 

The pupils will focus on the physical geography of India, using maps, atlases and the computer to locate the 
country and to describe its features. We will look at both the physical and the human geography, identifying 
different climate zones, the rivers and mountains and also at the varying types of settlement and land use. We 
will look at the trade links found in the country and how natural resources are distributed. Alongside our India 
based work, we will revisit the vocabulary of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
and time zones.  

We would greatly appreciate any contributions that you feel able to make to our India topic. Perhaps your 
family are originally from the continent or you have visited one of the countries yourself. We welcome any 
photos, items of clothing, stories or artefacts that you would be willing to allow your child to share with the 
class – perhaps you might even like to pay us a visit yourself! Please let us know!   

Design Technology 

This term, we will be threading our needles and tackling textiles in Design and Technology. The children will be 
investigating, designing, making and evaluating their own fabric travelling wallets. The pupils will have the 
chance to examine wallets and to consider how they are made, as well as investigating different Indian fabrics. 
The children will practise their sewing skills and using patterns, before designing their own wallets, stitching 
them together and decorating their work We will help the children to make their ideas a reality (keep an eye 



out as we may need some volunteers to help with this!), before they bring them home to use on their own 
holidays! 

Music 

The children will participate in weekly singing assemblies, which will focus on choral and rhythmic, as well as 
unison singing. In addition to this, we will once again be working with Pete Letanka as we bring our 
“Canterbury Tales” project to its conclusion. The children will have the opportunity to write, compose and 
perform their own compositions as part of our show. 

French 

In Year 5 children will be working on “En route pour l’école” (On my way to school) learning places in town and 
telling the time and revisiting the directions and the weather. They will also work on expressing an opinion, 
talking about likes and dislikes. 

In Year 6 children will set off for a discovery of Paris working on the book “Ou est mon chat?” (where is my cat) 
and the poem “dans Paris” by Paul Eluard. They will be learning about all the different boroughs of Paris and 
how the city was born. They will also work on the book “Le loup qui voulait faire le tour du monde” (the wolf 
who wanted to go around the world) learning about many different countries. 

PE 

This term the children will be taking part in one hour of gymnastics, which follows the British Gymnastics 
scheme.  They will be incorporating many floor movements at height and learning the correct techniques to 
successfully jump over the vault.  They will be demonstrating their skills with equipment such as gymnastic 
balls and ribbons and linking movements in sequence.  The second PE lesson will    be base4d upon sills used in 
Tag Rugby, ranging from passing a ball correctly and effectively, keeping possession of the ball and 
understanding the basic rules to play a game. 

PHSE/Citizenship 

In Personal, Social and Health Education we will continue to discuss the rights of children and each week focus 
on an Article from the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Health and Wellbeing is our topic in PSHE this 
term as we consider what is meant by a healthy lifestyle and emotional wellbeing. Key issues such as these will 
prompt discussion around how their own lifestyle contributes to health – identifying different influences on 
health and wellbeing, particularly what it takes physically and emotionally to achieve their goals and 
ambitions. 

 In the second half of term, we will be delivering a series of Sex and Relationship Education lessons. We found 
these lessons to be very successful last year. These important lessons will look at, in greater detail than in 
previous years, the physical similarities and differences between boys and girls linking to the statutory part of 
the Science Curriculum. Equally importantly SRE lessons will explore ways to manage change, such as puberty, 
transition, loss, separation and bereavement. You will be sent more information about these lessons nearer 
the time so that you are aware of how we are introducing this topic to your children. 

RE 

In RE, we will be learning about Hinduism. The children will be studying some traditional stories relating to the 
Hindu creation story and stories about Krishna. We will relate these stories to Hindu beliefs about how animals 
should be treated, progressing to considering our own attitudes towards animals and living things. We will also 
visit the Hindu Mandir in Neasden, where we will be able to learn more about the Hindu religion.  

Special events/ enrichment opportunities. 



This term will see the return of our annual “Eisteddfod”. This is a cultural celebration which has its origins in 
Wales, although we use it as an opportunity to celebrate our pupils’ diverse heritage. As in previous years, 
children will be encouraged to come to school in cultural dress or wearing the colours of their country of 
origin’s flag. During the day, we will celebrate children’s talents in performing through singing, musical 
instrument, recitation and dancing competitions. The children will also be invited to participate in homework 
competitions in handwriting, story writing, art and science. We would encourage all parents to support their 
pupils so that they can take part in this exciting competition so that we can showcase all of the talent in 
Charles Dickens Primary!  

As part of our RE topic focusing on Hinduism, we will be visiting the Hindu mandir in Neasden. This is an 
amazing temple in North London which is made of marble that was shipped all of the way from India! We hope 
that you will support your children in learning more about one of the world’s most important religions! 

How parents can be involved in home learning 

As ever, we encourage you to support your child’s learning by helping your child to complete his or her home 
learning every week. It is essential that he or she continues to read every night and, if your child is not a 
confident reader, he or she should still be reading aloud with you and it is also a good idea to read aloud 
yourself – we cannot emphasise enough how much this will help your child in all areas of his or her learning! In 
addition, children who have not yet done so should continue to focus on mastering the times tables – please 
speak to your child’s class teacher if you are not sure how to go about practising tables at home.  

 


